Wilton TC

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 August 2026 13:41

To: Ashleigh Cairns

Cc: Daniel Ahern

Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Hi Ashleigh,

Thank you very much indeed for your comprehensive response which is very much appreciated.
Kind regards
Brie

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: 04 August 2026 1:33 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Good afternoon,
Please find my answers to your questions below:

1. Whether, in your opinion, the proposed development site would qualify for any of
the new BNG exemptions due to come into effect on 6 August 2026.
1. Yes, it would be exempt as the red line provided for the wildflower area was
approximately 0.04ha
2. Whether any onsite priority habitat would be affected by the current proposals.
1. No - "onsite” was recorded as g3 — neutral grassland and therefore not
priority habitat.
3. Whether the Council would still be required to prepare a Biodiversity Gain Plan or
undertake a formal BNG assessment as part of a future planning application.
1. No as it will be exempt if you maintain the red line boundary provided.
4. Whether any additional ecological surveys, habitat assessments or mitigation
proposals would be advisable before a planning application is submitted.
1. No - the recommendations within the report are sufficient.
5. Whether the recommendations contained within your report remain appropriate in
light of the new regulations.
1. Yes —there were no recommendations in my report regarding BNG.

Kind regards,
Ashleigh

] == Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc
Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology



www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294
Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 04 August 2026 12:47

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Good afternoon Ashleigh,
| hope you are well.

The Town Council is reviewing the recently announced changes to the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
regulations which come into force on 6 August 2026 and would appreciate your professional advice
regarding the potential implications for the proposed Castle Meadow Pavilion car park project.

From our understanding, developments on sites of 0.2 hectares or less may be exempt from mandatory
BNG requirements where there is no impact on onsite priority habitat. We are also aware that the
presence or absence of protected species is not, in itself, the determining factor for BNG applicability.

Having regard to the findings and recommendations within your Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, could
you please advise:

1. Whether, in your opinion, the proposed development site would qualify for any of the new BNG
exemptions due to come into effect on 6 August 2026.

2. Whether any onsite priority habitat would be affected by the current proposals.

3. Whether the Council would still be required to prepare a Biodiversity Gain Plan or undertake a
formal BNG assessment as part of a future planning application.

4. Whether any additional ecological surveys, habitat assessments or mitigation proposals would be
advisable before a planning application is submitted.

5. Whether the recommendations contained within your report remain appropriate in light of the
new regulations.

As the Council considers the next steps for the project, your advice will help Members understand the
planning and ecological requirements that may apply before any planning submission is made.

Thank you for your assistance and we look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards,

Brie

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 2:44 PM
To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>



Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Hi Brie,
No problem - please see attached.

Kind regards,
Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc
Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology
www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294
Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 June 2026 14:16

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Yes please Ashleigh. Best to avoid any ambiguity!

Thank you.

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: 18 June 2026 2:11 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Hi Brie,

Whilst the river adjacent to the site is the River Wylye, the area I'm discussing in the report
is the SSSI/SAC which is the River Avon system (see below).

I'm happy to add in a point which states the River is the Wylye which is part of the River
Avon system if you'd like?2

Kind regards,

Ashleigh
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Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294

Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 June 2026 13:37

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Thanks Ashleigh - so sorry but its the River Wylye NOT the Avon.



From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: 18 June 2026 1:16 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Hi Brie,

No problem - | have amended again. Please see attached.

Kind regards,

Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294

Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 June 2026 12:43

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Hi Asheigh,

| have just spotted another issue that infers the removal of the habitat 6.2.2. This also needs to be re-
worded.



6.2. Habitats

6.2.1. The proposed developme
the grassland on site, of
classified as “g3c - othel
Wiltshire and Swindon's Lc
the proposed actions. T
maintained or created.

Thanks

Brie

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 12:19 PM

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Thanks Ashleigh

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: 18 June 2026 12:05 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice



Hi Brie,

My apologies — please see the amended report attached.
Kind regards,

Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294

Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 June 2026 11:53

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Good morning Ashleigh,

Many thanks for sending through the report. | need a couple of minor tweaks please as the report infers
that the wildflower area is to be developed into car parking and this has not yet been decided upon.

1 | * e s e

Enhancements

Recommended enhancements include five new invertebrate boxes to |
the habitat lost during works.

There should be consideration to enhancing an area of the adjacent pl
to replace the wildflower area that will be lost. Suggestions from the Loc
Recovery Strategy are in Figure 9.

Can you remove the following 'that will be lost' and replace with 'may be lost'
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My previous update included:

I note that Daniel's email states: UKHab survey of a small area of a public park which the council plan to
covert to parking. To clarify, this is not the case.

The ecological survey will be considered by Members alongside the development of the Phase 2 car park
proposals, with particular regard to the adjoining wildflower area. This will ensure that any future council
decisions are proportionate, evidence-led, and informed by appropriate technical and ecological advice.

Many thanks
Kind regards

Brie

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 10:31 AM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Good morning,

Please find the reviewed report attached.

Kind regards,

Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology



www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294

Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 June 2026 09:47

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Many thanks Ashleigh.

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: 18 June 2026 9:13 AM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Good morning Brie,

| hope you are well?

Your report has been completed and is now in for review.

As soon as this has been done, we will send it over to you. | will ask the team to prioritise
this report.

Kind regards,

Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294




Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 17 June 2026 15:58

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Hi Ashleigh,

Can you provide me with a progress update on the Ecology report please?

| have an important meeting on 24 June and need the report by then at the very latest.

Many thanks

Kind regards

Brie

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 11 June 2026 1:42 PM

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>

Cc: Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Yes - that is the correct location however | don't think it is as large as the area as shown on your map. Your
map shows the area to be about 40% of the total car park area and my perception is that the wildflower
area is about 25% of the space as shown on the photo below.

10



From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>

Sent: 11 June 2026 1:28 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Hi Brie,

My apologies! Hopefully this shows now:

MA C MA 'C

Playing

Field

\ C Playing Field

&

53m A &

o

Factory

53.0r

Thank you,
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Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294

Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 11 June 2026 13:24

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>

Cc: Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Hi Ashleigh,

Thanks for the update.

The red line appears to be misplaced however it fits the green shape of land to the right of the Sports
Pavilion/ Men's Shed, adjacent to property 81a as shown on your map.

| look forward to receiving the report ASAP.

Kind regards

Brie

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>

Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2026 1:10 PM
To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

12



Cc: Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Good afternoon,

Please accept my apologies on the delay in getting back to you.

We have unfortunately had some IT issues which left us unable to access out files.
| want to assure you we are working on your report now and it will be with you soon.

Can | please confirm the area marked below is the red-line? | know you have sent
through the wildflower zone, but | just want to check this matches up to where we think it
is.

MA  C MA - C

Earthwork

AAL - C MAGIC

AACC MA GG\

Thank you and my apologies again.
Kind regards,

Ashleigh
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Ashleigh Cairns MRes, BSc

Senior Ecologist

Wessex Ecology

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk
info@wessexecology.co.uk

Mobile: 07933 119294

Office: 01980 345465

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 13 May 2026 18:14

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Cc: Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Many thanks Ashleigh

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>

Sent: 13 May 2026 4:12 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Holly Francis <admin@wessexecology.co.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>; Megan
Conway <megan.conway@wessexecology.co.uk>; Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Hi Brie,

Thank you for the information. Once our ecologist finds a suitable date and time we will let you know.
Thank you,

Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns
T: 07933119294

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Sent: 13 May 2026 15:36

To: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
14




Cc: Holly Francis <admin@wessexecology.co.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>; Megan
Conway <megan.conway@wessexecology.co.uk>; Comms <comms@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Good afternoon Ashleigh,

Just to clarify, this wildflower area (as shown in green on the attached map) is adjacent to the car park
area which is located in https://w3w.co/revealing.chefs.overtones.

| note that Daniel's email states: UKHab survey of a small area of a public park which the council plan to
covert to parking. To clarify, this is not the case.

The ecological survey will be considered by Members alongside the development of the Phase 2 car park
proposals, with particular regard to the adjoining wildflower area. This will ensure that any future council
decisions are proportionate, evidence-led, and informed by appropriate technical and ecological advice.

As the site can be accessed at any time you can be flexible with the timings however it would be helpful to
know when your visit is scheduled. The gates to the car park (accessed via Castle Lane) are locked however
the Gate code for the padlock is 1959.

Hope that clarifies the position.

Many thanks

Kind regards

Brie

From: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>

Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 1:29 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Cc: Holly Francis <admin@wessexecology.co.uk>; Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>;
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Megan Conway <megan.conway@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Good afternoon Brie,

| hope you are well?

| am getting in touch on behalf of Wessex Ecology. | wanted to reassure you we are beginning work on
this project.

Do you have any dates that are most suitable for a site visit? | have CC’d the ecologist Meg into this
email who will be working on this project to help arrange the site visit date.

Could you please also send us through the red line boundary for the project and the W3W for the site
to ensure we have the exact location?

Any questions do not hesitate to ask.
Kind regards,

Ashleigh

Ashleigh Cairns
T: 07933119294

www.wessexecology.co.uk
ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk

From: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: 13 May 2026 10:45

To: Holly Francis <admin@wessexecology.co.uk>

Cc: Ashleigh Cairns <ashleigh.cairns@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: FW: Ecology advice

6149 instrcuted — UKHab survey of a small area of a public park which the council plan to covert to parking.

Daniel Ahern CEnv MCIEEM FLS
T: 01980 842709 M: 07880 551441

info@wessexecology.co.uk
www.wessexecology.co.uk

WESSEX

ECOLOGY
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From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: 13 May 2026 10:29

To: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Ecology advice

Good morning Daniel,

Thank you for your email and for providing your fixed-price quotation. | can confirm that Wilton Town
Council accepts your quote of £472.50 + VAT for the ecology study at Castle Meadow Pavilion car park.

The purpose of commissioning this work is to ensure the Council has clear, factual information based on
sound ecological advice. Your findings will be considered by Members alongside the development of the
Phase 2 car park works, particularly in relation to the adjacent wildflower patch, so that future decision-
making is evidence-led and proportionate.

Please confirm your earliest availability/lead time from instruction and any access requirements. As per
your quotation terms, an invoice on completion (prior to release of the report) is noted.

With thanks and please let me know if you require any further information.
Kind regards,

Brie

From: Daniel Ahern <daniel.ahern@wessexecology.co.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2026 4:46 PM

To: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Ecology advice

Hi Brie

Please find our fixed priced quotation for the prescribed works attached.

I've also attached insurance details and a summary of my professional experience is set out below.

Daniel Ahern is an experienced ecologist with a wide skills base gained in both the private and public
sectors.

He has been technical lead on large capital projects for regulators, government and utilities.

Daniel has led freshwater & terrestrial ecology teams and has a robust understanding of current legislation
and
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monitoring requirements. He currently holds NE licences for bats (Natural England Class 2 Licence 2025-
8624 1-CL18-BAT),

white-clawed crayfish (Natural England Class 1 Licence 2016-19851-CLS-CLS) & GCN
(Natural England Class 1 Licence 2015-18817-CLS-CLS). Daniel has held SNH and NPWS licences

for fresh-water pearl mussel and white-clawed crayfish in addition in addition to NE licences for Luronium
natans.

Should you have any questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards

Dan

Daniel Ahern CEnv MCIEEM FLS
T: 01980 842709 M: 07880 551441

info@wessexecology.co.uk
www.wessexecology.co.uk

From: Wilton TC <clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: 05 May 2026 16:25

To: Daniel Ahern Ecology <info@wessexecology.co.uk>
Subject: Ecology advice

Good afternoon Dan,

As discussed, Wilton Town Council is seeking quotations from suitably qualified ecologists to provide
independent professional advice in relation to a small wildflower area adjacent to the Castle Meadow
Pavilion car park (Castle Lane, Wilton, SP2 OHG). From research | note that you are based near Wilton so |
am forwarding this to you as it may be of interest.

Background (why we are commissioning this)

The Council is progressing a two-phase project at the Pavilion site. The detailed car park design is explicitly
a Phase 2 matter and no detailed design has been agreed at this stage. As the wildflower area sits
alongside (and may be affected by) the future Phase 2 design, the Council needs an evidence-led
understanding of the area’s ecological value and realistic options, so that decisions can be based on facts
and specialist advice.
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The Council’s position is therefore is that to date no decisions have been made, and we are now seeking
independent ecological expertise to set out proportionate, workable options for Members to consider as
part of the development of the Phase 2 works.

Our requirement (summary scope of works)

We are inviting you to provide a quotation to undertake a proportionate ecological assessment of the
wildflower area and provide a clear options and recommendations report that can feed directly into the
Phase 2 detailed design stage.

Your commission would include, as a minimum:

1. Desk-based review (proportionate):
A short review of relevant ecological constraints/opportunities and local context sufficient to
inform options for a small site.

2. Site visit and condition assessment:

A walkover assessment of the wildflower area (and immediate surroundings), documenting current
condition, likely limiting factors (including substrate/soil considerations), and practical constraints
relevant to adjacent car park works.

3. Options appraisal (core deliverable):
Clear, evidence-based options for the Council to consider, including (as applicable):

. Retain & restore in situ (with practical steps, establishment approach, and a maintenance
regime); and/or

. Relocate / re-create wildflower planting elsewhere on/near the site (with rationale and
implications).

What to include in your quotation
Please provide:

. A fixed fee quotation (with VAT status), and your proposed programme/availability
(expressed as lead time from instruction).

e Ashort method statement (what you will do, and what you will not do).
e Confirmation of the lead ecologist’s qualifications/experience and relevant membership (e.g.,
CIEEM).
e Confirmation of Professional Indemnity and Public Liability cover.
e Any assumptions (e.g., number of site visits, seasonality constraints, access requirements).
Submitting your quotation

Please send your quotation to: clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk

If you would like to arrange a brief site access discussion before quoting, please contact me by return
email.

Thank you in advance. We are keen to ensure the Council’s consideration of the wildflower area during
Phase 2 is informed by independent, professional evidence, presented clearly and proportionately.

Many thanks
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Kind regards

Brie

Brie Logan

Town Clerk

L0 01722 742093

Jﬂ Wilton Town Council
The Council Offices
Kingshury Square
Wilton

i Town Council

'A---;'J__'nlih:cuntuwr-_::ujunr_il.gu:ru'.uk ﬂ wiltentowncouncil wiltontowncouncil

All Wilton Town Council emails and attachments are private and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed. Some emails may contain information that is legally privileged, or copyright protected.
Any views or opinions expressed in emails are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
Wilton Town Council.

Unauthorised use (disclosure, storage or copying) of emails is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient,
please destroy all copies and inform the sender by return email.

Please note, however, that unencrypted emails sent to the council can be intercepted by an unauthorised third party;
as the information contained within is not protected.

Wilton Town Council reserves the right to monitor, record and retain any incoming and outgoing emails for security
reasons and for monitoring internal compliance with the Council's policy on staff use. Although software may be
used to check, monitor and/or block the contents of emails and attachments to identify the presence of malware; you
are advised that you open any attachments at your own risk.

As a public body, the Council may be required to disclose this email (or any response to it) under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 unless the information in it is covered by an exemption in the Act.
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