CASTLE MEADOW COMPOUND AND CAR PARK PROJECT
TRIAL HOLES: FINDINGS

1. Background

Three trial holes were excavated within the existing surfaced areas to establish the underlying ground conditions
and inform the emerging project design. The holes were excavated to an approximate depth of 1.2 to 1.5
metres.

2. Findings

Ground profile: The ground is predominantly made
ground. The observed sequence was binding gravel,
approximately 200 mm of Type 1 material, chalk, a
fill layer and clay.

Upper layers: The higher construction layers appear
suitable for remodelling and reuse.

Drainage: The lower fill is unsuitable for a drainage
system. Surface drainage and attenuation at higher
level appears to be the most suitable approach,

Fill material: The lower fill contained some waste
metal and wood and a slight odour was noted. The
findings are consistent with the site having
previously been used as a landfill tip.

Hard paving: Further assessment is required before
hard paving is specified, including confirmation that
the lower layers will not settle.

Design implication: Lower fill should remain in situ
to avoid disturbance and potential waste-removal
issues. Proposed works should therefore be designed

subject to detailed design. at higher level.

3. Conclusion

The trial holes confirm that the proposed scheme must respond to made ground and lower-level fill. The findings
do not rule out the project but require the design to minimise excavation, retain the lower fill in situ, address
settlement risk and adopt a suitable higher-level surface drainage and attenuation solution.
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