
 

 
The Council Offices  
Kingsbury Square  
Wilton SP2 0BA 
 

 www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk 
clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01722 742093 

To: Cllr Angela Alexander, Cllr Charlotte Blackman (Deputy Mayor), Cllr Blandford-Hull, Cllr Alexandra 
Boyd, Cllr Michelle Ditton, Cllr Peter Edge, Cllr Claire Forbes, Cllr Chris Harrison (Mayor), Cllr Maria La 
Femina, Cllr Phil Matthews, Cllr Mick Whillock 
 

Invited to attend: Wiltshire Council Councillor Pauline Church 
For Information: Members of the Public & Press 
 

A G E N D A  
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
You are summoned to a meeting of the council for the transaction of the business shown on the agenda 
below. To be held at 7pm on Monday 14 September 2026 in the Wilton Baptist Church, Market Square, 
Wilton, SP2 0DG. The meeting will also be hosted online. Public, press and non-committee members, 
join on your computer or mobile app using this Join the meeting now link.  

 
Brie Logan 
Town Clerk & RFO, September 8 2026 
  
Public Participation: The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions, 
statements or petitions. The period of time designated for public participation shall not exceed twenty 
minutes. A member of the public shall speak for no more than three minutes. 
 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during 
the meeting. 
 

1. Apologies – To receive and note Councillor absences  
 

2. To receive any declarations of interests and requests for dispensation 
 

3. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10 August 2026 
 

4. To receive a report for Information to Full Council  
 

5. To receive financial reports and approve payments 
 

6. To consider and comment on Planning Applications 
 

7. Castle Meadow Car Park and Compound Project: to consider car park design options and next steps 
 

8. To consider the Wiltshire Local Plan – Historic “Call for Sites” and Site Submission Review 
 

9. To consider the findings of the officer assessment of practical access arrangements at Wilton Baptist 
Church 

10. To consider planning for an Emergency Contact Hub in Wilton 
 

11. To consider the costs of replacing the missing sections of railings at the Cemetery   
 

12. Clerks report 

 
 
 

http://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjU3NjY1ZGYtZDA3Ny00ZmMzLThkOTEtYThiMzk4ZmU0Yzlh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a9ad7834-58ea-455f-8175-cab080d8e016%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226d47a174-6f9f-498f-b269-40883dac785b%22%7d


 

 

 

Agenda Item No. 1  
Apologies – To receive and note Councillor absences 

 

In December 2025, the Council resolved to note councillor absence. Councillors are required to tender 
their apologies for council meetings in advance and these will be noted.  
 
If a council member has not attended a meeting of the council for six consecutive months, they are 
disqualified. 
 

Agenda Item No. 2 
To receive any Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensation 

 

Members and Officers are reminded of their obligations to declare interests in accordance with the 
Code of Conduct – adopted in May 2026. The Clerk will report any dispensation requests received.  
Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to a councillor’s interest, the councillor has the 
responsibility of declaring that interest in accordance with the adopted code of conduct.  
 
 

Agenda Item No. 3  
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10 August 2026  

 

When the meeting is approving the draft minutes of a previous meeting as an accurate record, the only 
issue for the meeting is whether the minutes accurately record the proceedings of the meeting and the 
resolutions made at them It is irrelevant if the chairman or other councillors were not present at the 
meeting to which the draft minutes relate. 
 
If it is necessary for the draft minutes of the previous meeting to be corrected because of inaccuracies, 
then the amendments to the draft minutes must be approved by resolution. (Tharmarajah, 2013, p. 
154). 
 
Recommendation  
Confirm the accuracy of the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on: 10 August 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2026-08-10-FC-draft-minutes.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2026-08-10-FC-draft-minutes.pdf


 

 

Agenda Item No. 4  
To receive a report for information to Full Council 

 

 
Civic Report 
The mayor has nominated Salisbury Hospice ‘Fund a Nurse’ as his Charity of the year. Cllrs Harrison & 
Blackman will be participating in the Midnight Walk on 19th September.  

 
Wiltshire Council Reports 
Cllr Church is invited to present a Wiltshire Council update.   
. 

Other Reports  
Netherhampton Parish Council: Request for Wilton Town Council support for their CIL application to 
help fund the provision of a footpath linking Netherhampton with Quidhampton. Agenda Item 12.3.4 
contains further information. 
 

Local Organisation Reports 
Local Organisation representatives are invited to provide a report at this point. 
 

Recommendation 
That the reports are received, and any points of note are identified for future meetings of the Council or 
its committees or for action by officers of the Council. 



 

Agenda Item No. 5 
To receive financial reports and approve payments 

 
Summary 
The Council should have a clear understanding of the Council’s financial position throughout the year. 
Every local council must ensure that it has a sound system of internal control which facilitates the 
effective exercise of its functions.  The council’s Risk Register lists out the internal control measures, and 
the updated version was resolved by WTC in November 2025.  
 
The following financial summaries are for the council to receive and note:  
 
1. Year to date report (month 5 – August 2026) – Summary of Receipts and Payments by cost centre. 

The report shows the budget and the actual figures to date, for both receipts and payments on each 
code listed. 

2. Monthly report (month 5 – August 2026) - Monthly Report is a report giving Code by Code monthly 
totals. The report shows the actual figures to date, for both receipts and payments on each code 
listed. 

3. The payment list to the value of £37,464.26 is for the council to ratify, as per Financial Regulations 
section 7.8: A full list of all payments made in a month shall be provided to the next council meeting 
and appended to the minutes.  

 
List of payments over £5,000 for approval (as per the WTC Financial Regulations)  
 

Minute Ref: Payee Description Value +VAT 

FC51  
August 2026 

Blachere 
Illuminations Ltd  

Christmas Lighting scheme – year 1 hire costs £6,666.00 

Uplighters – purchase and year 1 installation  £7,112.00 

FC16 
May 2026 + 
FC27 (3e) 
June 2026 

Signs of the Times Street name signage x 3 
Welcome to Wilton x 2 
Shipping 

£4,442.50 
 

FC34 
July 2026 

RE Hayes Ltd Balance of Payment for Garden of 
Remembrance improvement works. 
 
Additional payment for installation of a path 
in the Garden of Remembrance 

£3559.71 
(no VAT) 

 
£150.00  
(no VAT) 

 
4. Summary of Bank Reconciliation and Cash in Hand (as at 29/08/2026) 
 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Summary-of-Receipts-and-Payments.AUG-pdf.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Monthly-Report-AUG.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Payment-Records-AUG.pdf
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025-08-19-Payments-for-approval-over-5000.pdf


 

 

 
 
 

If any councillor would like to see any additional information, please let the office team know and this 
will be arranged.   
 
Members should be kept up to date with the council’s accounts to ensure that there are sufficient funds 
to meet commitments.   
 
Bank Reconciliation 
As per minute reference FC196c Cllr Ditton will review the Bank Reconciliation for August 2026. 
 
Legal Implications  
Every local authority shall make arrangements for the proper administration of their financial affairs and 
shall secure that one of their officers has responsibility for the administration of those affairs. Local 
Government Act 1972 s.151. 
 
Recommendation 
That Full Council: 
a) receives and notes the bank reconciliation, year-to-date receipts and payment [versus budget], 

monthly breakdown by cost code and list of payments and raises any queries it may have; 
b) resolves to ratify the payments to the value of £37,464.26; and 
c) approves the payments to Blachere Illumination of £6,666.00 and £7,112.00 plus payments to Signs 

of the Times for £4,442.50 and RE Hayes for £3559.71 and £150.00. 
 
 
   
 

 
 
  



 

 

Agenda Item No.6 
To consider and comment on planning applications 

 
Summary   
Planning applications listed below have been received and require comments to be submitted to the 
Local Planning Authority. Prior to the meeting, members are urged to view the planning application 
using the link below and to visit the site to understand local context. (Town and Country Planning Act, 
1990 sch.1 para.8)  
 
 

Planning App Ref    
PL/2026/04897 – 
16 September 
2026 
 
Applicant name: 
Constable 

Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area 
20 NORTH STREET, WILTON SP2 0HE  

 
Proposal: Tamarix - Fell. 

 

PL/2026/04333 
16 September 
2026 (extension 
approved) 
Applicant name: 
Senior 

Householder planning permission 
33 WATER DITCHAMPTON, WILTON, Salisbury, SP2 0JB 

 
Proposal: Replace existing conservatory with flat roofed single storey rear extension 

extending new flat roof over existing store and single storey side extension. 
 

PL/2026/05356 
15 September 
2026  
Applicant name: 
Taylor 

 Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area 
117 NORTH STREET, WILTON, SALISBURY, SP2 0AJ 

 
Proposal: G1 - group of Cypresses and Leylandii trees - reduce to 4m G2 - 4 x Leylandii 

trees - reduce to 4m. 

  
Legal Authority and Implication  
The Town Council is a consultee but does not have the authority to determine planning applications. The 
Council has the power to be notified of planning applications affecting the Council’s area and to 
comment (Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 sch.1 para.8).    
  
Recommendation   
That Full Council provides its response on the listed planning applications and considers responses to 
applications received without notice, in the form of Support or Objection with supporting reasons. 
Delegate to the Town Clerk all details in discharging this decision.  
  
Additional Information   
As part of Wilton Town Council’s response to planning proposals, it needs to give material planning 
reason for its comments, be they of support or objection. Simply stating ‘No Objection’ or ‘Support’ is 
insufficient as there is a requirement to give the reasons for that decision.    
  
  

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr3/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000NIkjt/pl202604897
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr3/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000Ms4Bd
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr3/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000Ms4Bd
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr3/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000NibzV


 

 

Agenda Item No. 7 
Castle Meadow Car Park and Compound Project: to consider car park design options 

and next steps 
Purpose of report 
To consider the recommendation of the Castle Meadow Compound and Car Park Project Group and 
determine the Council’s preferred design option for progressing the Compound and Car Park project. 
 
Background 
The project seeks to improve the Castle Meadow compound and car park, including the storage-
container arrangement, access to flood-response equipment, parking and vehicle turning, drainage, 
surfacing and the retention of the meadow and vegetation where practicable. 
The project group is an informal advisory group and has no delegated decision-making authority. Its role 
is to consider the available information and make recommendations to Full Council. The final decision 

rests with Full Council. 
 
Project group consideration 
The project group met on 27 August 2026 and met with the Flood Risk Assessor (FRA) consultant. The 
summary of the meeting provides further context around the FRA presentation and the various 
evidence considered by the group at this meeting and at previous meetings including but not limited to: 
 
• preliminary flood-risk and civil engineering advice provided by Edenvale Associates); 
• the trial/test-hole findings - undertaken by Marshway Construction; 
• the ecological advice relating to the wildflower area (Wessex Ecology report – commissioned by 

Wilton Town Council, ID Verde advice – email report, Dr Appleyard appraisal and Dr Appleyard 
species list (commissioned by Wilton Wildlife Group) ; and 

• operational and accessibility requirements. 
 

Option 1: Existing layout 
 

Option 1, which broadly retained the existing layout, was discounted because it did not adequately 
respond to the requirements identified as the scheme developed. In particular, it did not provide a 
sufficiently workable arrangement for the increased vehicle parking and turning movements. Retaining 
the existing layout would therefore not meet the Council’s identified operational and access 
requirements.  
 
Option 2: Original emerging layout 
 

Option 2 addressed the access, parking and turning requirements more effectively than Option 1 but 
was discounted because it involved a greater extent of macadam and hard surfacing than was 
considered necessary. This would have reduced the amount of permeable land available for the 
temporary storage and drainage of surface water and resulted in a greater loss of vegetation. In view of 
the site’s Flood Zone 3 designation and the ecological evidence considered by the project group, this 
option did not provide the preferred balance between operational requirements, flood-risk 
considerations and environmental retention.  
 
Option 3: Revised preferred layout 
Option 3 was therefore identified as the preferred option in principle because it provides the most 
balanced response to the available evidence. It retains the necessary access, parking and turning 
provision while reducing the extent of hard surfacing, making greater use of permeable surfaces and 
retaining more meadow and vegetation. The preliminary civil engineering advice also identified it as the 
option most likely to be acceptable to the planning authority, subject to completion of the outstanding 
technical work and approval of the final detailed design by Full Council. 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2026-08-27-CaCP-Project-Group-meeting-SUMMARY-OF-MEETING-inc-actions.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Trial-Holes-Findings-Full-Council-Report.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/6149.4-Castle-Meadow-Pavilion-Car-Park-PEA-updated.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Wildflower-advice-.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Plant-species-list-Castle-Meadow-Wildflower-Patch-21st-April-2026-NEW.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Plant-species-list-Castle-Meadow-Wildflower-Patch-21st-April-2026-NEW.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/WTC-503-Existing-Site-plan.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/WTC-500-REV-D.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/WTC-500-REV-E.pdf


 

 

Next steps 
If Option 3 is approved in principle, noting further technical work will be required to refine the detailed 
layout, including: 

 
• site and finished levels; 
• container supports and positioning; 
• accessible walkways, steps and ramps; 
• parking, turning and entrance arrangements; 
• surface construction and drainage; and 
• biodiversity, tree-root and maintenance considerations. 

 
Any material change to the approved concept or any additional expenditure requiring Council 
authorisation would be reported back to Full Council. 

 
Recommendation 
That Full Council: 

a) notes the evidence considered and the recommendation made by the Castle Meadow 
Compound and Car Park Project Group; 

b) approves Option 3 in principle as the Council’s preferred option for the Castle Meadow 
compound and car park project; 

c) delegates authority to the Town Clerk, in collaboration with Cllr Blandford-Hull, the Chair of the 
Flood and River Management Advisory committee and the appointed civil engineer, Edenvale, 
plus Marshway construction, to develop the technical details of Option 3; and 

d) agrees that any material change to the layout, scope or anticipated cost, together with any 

required financial or procurement approval, must be referred back to Full Council. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Agenda Item No. 8 
 

To consider the Wiltshire Local Plan – Historic “Call for Sites” and Site Submission 
Review 

 
Purpose of report:  
To inform Members of historical Wiltshire Local Plan / SHLAA-related site submissions and consultation 
responses made by Wilton Town Council and to assist consideration of Wiltshire Council's current Call 
for Sites consultation. 
 
Background 
Wiltshire Council launched a new Call for Sites exercise in July 2026 as part of preparation of the next 
Wiltshire Local Plan. 
 

During Full Council discussions in August 2026, Members recalled that Wilton Town Council may 
previously have submitted or commented on potential development sites and requested that historic 
records be reviewed. 
 

A search has therefore been undertaken of available Council files, agendas, minutes, reports and 
associated planning documentation. 
 
Information 
The review identified substantial evidence that Wilton Town Council formally considered Wiltshire 
Council's Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) consultation in 2014 and recorded 
positions on a number of potential development sites. 
 
However, no historic Call for Sites nomination form, covering letter, email submission, or site promotion 
document submitted directly by Wilton Town Council has yet been located. 
 

The evidence currently available indicates that the Council's primary involvement was responding to  
Wiltshire Council's consultation on identified SHLAA sites rather than promoting new development land 
itself. 
 
Documents Identified 

• Full Council Minutes – April 2014 
• Amenities & Planning Committee Agenda – April 2014 
• Amenities & Planning Committee Minutes – April 2014 
• SHLAA Site Assessment Papers – Wilton 
• Finance & General Purposes Committee Minutes – May 2014 
• Sheep Fair Field Asset Transfer Application (August 2014) 
• Amenities & Planning Committee Minutes – March 2015 
• Wiltshire Local Plan Review Briefing Note (2018) 
• Full Council Draft Minutes – August 2026 
• Related 2026 meeting recordings and correspondence 

 

A summary of the sites historically considered by Wilton Town Council is shown below in Appendix A.  

 
Key Conclusions 
The review has established that: 

1. Wilton Town Council formally considered Wiltshire Council's SHLAA consultation in 2014. 
2. The Council reviewed and commented on a number of potential development sites. 
3. Site S138 (Wilton Depot) was the only site identified as broadly suitable, subject to remediation. 



 

 

4. The Sheep Fair Field sites were actively protected by the Council through an asset transfer 
application. 

5. No definitive historic Call for Sites nomination form submitted by Wilton Town Council has yet 
been located. 

6. The evidence currently available suggests the Council's role was principally that of consultee 
rather than promoter of development sites. 

7. There remains a possibility that historic submission documents exist within legacy email archives 
or paper records not currently held within the searchable electronic filing system. 

 
Recommendation:  
That Full Council: 

a) notes that the strongest evidence identified relates to a 2014 Town Council response to Wiltshire 

Council's Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) consultation. 
b) considers the historic sites identified within this report and reviews the Council's previously 

recorded positions 
c) considers whether any additional sites should now be submitted to Wiltshire Council under the 

current Call for Sites exercise. 
d) determines whether any amendments should be made to the Council's historic position before 

submission. 
e) resolves that the Town Clerk be delegated authority, in consultation with the Mayor and relevant 

Members, to prepare and submit Wiltshire Town Council's response to Wiltshire Council's Call for 
Sites consultation, incorporating: 

i. the historic information contained within this report; 
ii. any updated comments or positions resolved by Council; 

iii. any additional sites identified by Council for consideration; and 
iv. any supporting information considered necessary. 

  



 

 

APPENDIX A 
Sites Historically Considered by Wilton Town Council 

 

Site Ref 
Site Name / 

Location 
Council Position Key Issues Recorded Overall Assessment 

S138 
Land at The 
Avenue / 
Wilton Depot 

   Suitable 
(subject to 
conditions) 

Former industrial use requiring 
decontamination/remediation. 

Only site positively supported by the 
Council, subject to appropriate 
remediation measures. 

S1029 
Land off 
Kingsway 

  Unsuitable 

Recreational use of the land; 
potential future railway station 
requirements. 

Council considered the site should 
be retained for community and 
transport-related purposes. 

S133 
Former Wilton 
Middle School 

  Unsuitable 
Site was operating as a school at 
the time. 

Not considered available for 
development. 

S250 
Former UK 
Land 
Command Site 

⚠ Neutral / No 
formal position 

Site already subject to a 
planning application. 

Council did not express support or 
objection during consultation. 

S251 

Land East of 
The Hollows / 
Water 
Ditchampton 

⚠ Significant 
Concerns 

Flood risk; sewerage capacity; 
loss of allotments; impact on 
horse-riding routes. 

Major infrastructure and 
environmental concerns identified. 

S254 

Fairview Road 
/ Burdens Ball 
(Sheep Fair 
Field) 

  Unsuitable 
Historic sheep fairs; community 
value; protected open space. 

Council strongly favoured retaining 
the site for community use. 

3093 

South 
Downside 
(Former 
Goods Yard) 

  Unsuitable 

Poor access; potential future 
railway station parking 
requirements. 

Development considered 
incompatible with future transport 
needs. 

S1057 
Land Rear of 
Bulbridge 
Road 

ℹ No evidence of 
formal WTC 
support 

Assessed by Wiltshire Council 
during later Housing Site 
Allocations work. 

No evidence found that Wilton 
Town Council promoted or 
submitted the site. 

— 
Bulbridge 
Area 

ℹ Discussed only 
Potential housing capacity 
considered. 

No evidence of a formal Town 
Council submission. 

— Felt Mill Area ℹ Discussed only 
Potential housing capacity 
considered. 

No evidence of a formal Town 
Council submission. 

 
  



 

 

Agenda Item No. 9 
 

To consider the findings of the officer assessment of practical access arrangements at 
Wilton Baptist Church 

 
Purpose of Report 
To update Council on the outcome of the practical officer assessment undertaken at Wilton Baptist 
Church on 10 August 2026 in accordance with the resolutions agreed by Full Council in July 2026, and to 
enable Council to determine what further actions or specialist advice may be required. 
 
Background 
At its July meeting, Council considered the matter and resolved a number of actions, including a site 
assessment and investigation of practical adjustments. Council did not resolve at that time to 
commission a professional accessibility assessment or other specialist advice relating to the Council's 
temporary meeting venue. 
 
The matter was considered in confidential session because it related to an individual councillor's 
accessibility requirements, dignity considerations and personal circumstances. 
 
Following consideration of the matter, Council resolved: 

• to investigate the provision of a temporary kerbside ramp; 
• to undertake a daytime assessment of internal access arrangements; 
• to assess whether use of a smaller wheelchair improved access; 
• to incorporate scheduled breaks into Council meetings; 
• to continue reviewing the suitability of the temporary venue; and 
• to identify any further practical adjustments that may be required. 

 
The practical assessment was undertaken on 10 August 2026 by Council officers to progress the specific 
actions agreed by Full Council. It recorded the physical conditions observed, the routes tested, the 
practical adjustments investigated and the limitations identified. 
 
Scope and limitations of the officer assessment 

The assessment was undertaken in response to the specific resolutions agreed by Full Council in July 
2026. Its purpose was to test identified access routes and practical arrangements and to report the 

observations to Council. 

The Town Clerk and other Council officers involved are not qualified accessibility assessors, Occupational 
Therapists, building-control professionals or highways specialists. The exercise was therefore not a 
comprehensive professional accessibility audit, a technical assessment of compliance, nor a 
determination that the venue satisfies all accessibility requirements. 

The findings should be understood as factual officer observations made in the particular conditions 
prevailing on 10 August 2026. The assessment records: 

• the routes tested; 

• the conditions in which they were tested; 
• the physical barriers observed; 
• the practical options investigated; 
• the limitations of the exercise; and 
• matters that may require advice from an appropriately qualified professional. 



 

 

The assessment did not establish that the venue provides independent access in all weather or lighting 
conditions, nor did it address every aspect that would ordinarily fall within a comprehensive 
professional access audit. 

Access to the 
Meeting Room 
 

During the assessment, the meeting room was accessed via the main entrance 
using the wheelchair tested. This was achieved in daylight, dry weather and 
with supervision available at the kerb. 
 
The exercise did not establish that the route could be used independently in 
adverse weather, low-light or after-dark conditions. It should not therefore be 
interpreted as confirming that the route is suitable in all circumstances. 
 

Kerb Access 
 

Temporary kerb-ramp options were investigated. The kerb adjacent to the 
Greyhound Inn was considered unsuitable for deployment of the temporary 
ramp investigated because of the gradient and physical constraints at that 
location. 
 
A lower section of kerb close to the main entrance was navigated during the 
assessment. However, supervision was required when remounting the kerb, 
and the route was not tested in adverse weather or low-light conditions. 
 
Provision of a permanent dropped kerb remains the preferred long-term 
option identified through the Council’s previous consideration. Delivery would 
be a matter for Wiltshire Council through the relevant highways and LHFIG 
processes. 
 

Internal Access 
and Toilet 
Facilities 
 

During the assessment, the wheelchair tested was able to enter the rear 
corridor through the rear emergency-exit doorway. 
 
Physical constraints were nevertheless identified in relation to independent 
access to the toilet facilities, including: 

• a 160 mm internal step; 
• a restricted approach area; 
• a 740 mm clear opening; and 
• no wheelchair access to the toilet facility. 

 
The officer assessment did not determine an appropriate technical solution. 
Any proposed ramp, alteration or adaptation would require further 
consideration, the agreement of the building owner and, where appropriate, 
advice from a suitably qualified professional. 
 

Scheduled 
Breaks 

Scheduled breaks have been incorporated into formal Council meetings in 
accordance with the July resolution and continue to operate. This adjustment 
addresses meeting comfort arrangements but does not resolve the physical 
access constraints identified elsewhere in this report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Potential specialist advice 
During review of the officer assessment, it was proposed that Council consider obtaining independent 
professional advice on the outstanding accessibility matters identified. 
 
Council may therefore wish to determine whether specialist advice is required to: 
 

• identify further feasible and proportionate adjustments; 
• provide technical advice on any proposed ramps or alterations; 
• distinguish between matters within the Council’s control and those requiring action by the 

building owner or highway authority; and 
• inform the Council’s continuing review of the venue. 

 
Depending on the scope agreed by Council, relevant advice could potentially be obtained from an 
accessibility consultant, Occupational Therapist, suitably qualified building professional or highways 
specialist.  
 
The appropriate professional discipline and scope of any instruction would depend upon the specific 
matters on which Council decides that specialist advice is required. 
 
Financial implications 
No budget has been approved for a professional accessibility assessment or associated specialist advice. 

Wilton Baptist Church is a temporary meeting venue and is not owned or managed by the Council. 
Before considering any expenditure on a professional assessment of the premises, Council would need 

to determine whether commissioning such work would be necessary and proportionate, taking account 
of: 

• the temporary nature of the venue; 
• the likely duration of its continued use; 
• the specific matters requiring professional advice; 
• whether the building owner supports an assessment being undertaken; 
• whether any resulting recommendations could or would be implemented by the building owner; 

and 
• the availability and suitability of alternative meeting venues. 

If Council considers that specialist advice may nevertheless be justified, the building owner’s agreement 
should first be obtained and a clearly defined scope and estimated cost brought back to Council before 
any appointment or expenditure is authorised. 

Related Document 
A redacted version of the officer assessment undertaken on 10 August 2026 has been published 
following a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  
 
Personal information and comments relating to an identifiable individual have been removed from the 
published version under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. The redacted record is 
provided for background and should be read subject to the scope and limitations set out in this report. 
 
Considerations for Council 
• In determining the next steps, Council should take account of the following: 
• Wilton Baptist Church is a temporary meeting venue and is not owned or managed by the Council; 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2026-08-10-Officer-Accessibility-Assessment-report-FOI-REDACTED-FINAL-1.pdf


 

 

• the assessment undertaken on 10 August 2026 was a limited practical exercise conducted by Council 
officers to progress the specific actions resolved by Full Council; 

• the Town Clerk and other officers involved are not qualified accessibility professionals, and the 
observations do not constitute professional certification of the accessibility or statutory compliance 
of the venue; 

• the main access route was tested in daylight and dry conditions and did not establish independent 
access in adverse weather, low-light or after-dark conditions; 

• any professional advice should be limited to clearly identified matters and must be necessary and 
proportionate having regard to the temporary nature of the venue; 

• the agreement of the building owner would be required before commissioning an assessment of the 
premises or considering any physical alteration; 

• any recommendations concerning alterations or adaptations would require the agreement of the 
building owner and might not ultimately be implemented; 

• highway alterations, including provision of a permanent dropped kerb, remain subject to Wiltshire 
Council’s relevant processes; and 

• the availability and suitability of alternative meeting venues should be considered alongside the 
potential cost and benefit of commissioning advice relating to the present temporary venue. 

 
Recommendation 
That Full Council  

a) notes the outcome and stated limitations of the practical officer assessment undertaken at Wilton 
Baptist Church on 10 August 2026; 

b) notes that the assessment was not a comprehensive professional accessibility audit and was not 

undertaken by qualified accessibility professionals; 
c) agrees that the suitability of Wilton Baptist Church as a temporary meeting venue will remain under 

review, including access in adverse weather and after-dark conditions, access to toilet facilities and 
progress towards provision of a permanent dropped kerb; 

d) considers whether, having regard to the temporary nature of the venue and the fact that it is not 
owned or managed by the Council, there is a necessary and proportionate case for obtaining 
specialist accessibility advice; and 

e) if Council considers that specialist advice may be justified, authorises the Town Clerk to discuss the 
matter with the building owner and report back to Council on the building owner’s position, a 
proposed scope of work and likely costs before any appointment is made or expenditure committed. 

 
 
  



 

Agenda Item No.10 
To consider planning for an Emergency Contact Hub in Wilton 

 
Purpose of report: 
To provide Council with information regarding what an Emergency Contact Hub is, so as to consider the 
role Wilton Town Council should play in providing a Hub in the town. 
 
Background: 
An Emergency Contact Hub is a community’s place to go and help one another in an emergency. They 
are organised around whatever the community wants them to be, but primarily they are designed so 
that community members can help themselves but also have a linkage into the emergency services and 
other responding agencies in the local area. 
In an emergency the responding agencies will be heavily stretched, where they must prioritise urgent 
calls. Many of the minor issues can actually be resolved by the community themselves, often with just a 
little organisation or information required.  An Emergency Contact Hub is designed to build on and 
enhance what is already in place in the community.  It is not designed, nor does it intend to remove, any 
levels of responsibility that already exist that support our town.  
 
Information: 
The fundamental purpose of the Emergency Contact Hubs is that the community can come together to 
help one another but also enables the emergency responders and community groups to feed 
information to one another. For example: 
 

• Police Community Support Officer’s (PCSOs) can visit the site with important updates and can 
then take back any urgent issues and feed them up the chain. 

• Warmth and welfare can be provided within the hub to anyone that needs it. 

• Food and water can be dropped off at the site for residents/community in need. 

• Activities to help in the incident can be coordinated at the hub. 

• Community can come together with people in a similar position to themselves. 
 
An Emergency Contact Hub would provide: 

• Warmth and shelter. 

• Welfare provision (anything from a friendly face, someone to talk to, or a cup of coffee). 

• Resources and volunteers to help respond locally in an incident. 

• A pathway into the emergency services/responding agencies. 

• Coordination of the incident locally. 
 
More information can be found on the Wiltshire & Swindon Preparedness website at Emergency 
Contact Hubs - Prepared Communities - Wiltshire & Swindon Prepared 
 
The Town Council’s role would be to: 

• Publicise the location of the hub 

• Advertise when the hub is activated, and how to contact it 

• Assist in staffing the hub, when activated, through the provision of Officers and/or Councillors to 
various roles, along with a team of named volunteers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/prepare/prepared-communities/emergency-contact-hubs
https://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/prepare/prepared-communities/emergency-contact-hubs


 

 

Council is asked to consider: 

• Whether to agree to progress with a plan to provide an Emergency Hub, working alongside the 
Flood & Rivers Management Advisory Committee as part of the town’s wider emergency 
preparedness. 

• To appoint two councillors to work alongside the Communications Officer, as a project group, to 
formulate the plan, identify locations and establish a network of emergency volunteers. 

 
The project group would not be a formal committee of the Council and has no delegated decision-
making authority. Its purpose is to review the available information, consider the options and develop a 
recommendation on the Emergency Contact Hub plan for Wilton. 
 
Any recommendation made by the project group is advisory only, with the final decision resting with Full 
Council. 
 
Recommendation: 
That Full council: 
a) approves, in principle, the establishment of an Emergency Hub for Wilton;  
b) establishes a project group to develop a detailed Emergency Hub Plan, including the proposed 

location, purpose, operating arrangements, resources, responsibilities and any financial implications;  
c) nominates two councillors to serve on the project group; and  

d) requires the completed Emergency Hub Plan to be presented to Full Council for consideration and 
approval before implementation. 



 

Agenda Item No. 11 
To consider the costs of replacing the missing sections of railings at the Cemetery 

 
To update the Council on quotations received for the replacement cemetery railings and to seek 
approval for expenditure above the budget previously agreed. 
 
Background 
At its meeting in July 2026, the Council agreed a budget of up to £3,000 for the replacement railings. 
 
The initial quotation received was £6,061 + VAT, [which included a gate into the Garden of 
Remembrance] which exceeded the approved budget. The contractor has subsequently reviewed the 
cost and offered a revised quotation of £3,500 plus VAT, £4,200 including VAT. 
 
The revised price is based on the work being undertaken as a training opportunity involving two 
blacksmithing students from The King’s Foundation. Both students hold BA degrees in blacksmithing, 
and the railings and gate would be produced using the same traditional methods as the originals. The 
contractor has confirmed that material and galvanising costs are largely fixed, which limits the scope for 
any further reduction while retaining the traditional design. 
 
In line with Financial Regulations, two further quotations have been submitted. 
 

Quotation Price excluding VAT 

Contractor A  £3,500 + VAT 

Contractor B £4,400 + VAT 

Contractor C To follow 

 
Financial Implications 
The revised quotation exceeds the budget as approved in July by £500 excluding VAT. Further Council 
approval is therefore required before the work can be commissioned. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Full Council: 

a) notes the quotations received and the reasons for the revised cost relating to Contractor A; and 
b) approves the appointment of Contractor TBC at a cost of £______, with the additional 

expenditure above the previously agreed £3,000 budget funded from EMR Cemetery – cost code 
9001.  



 

 

Agenda Item No. 12 
Clerk’s Report including correspondence and progress report on Full Council business 

 
Report Content/Detail  
Reports provided within this item are to be received, they provide updates on decisions already taken by 
the Council and actions taken under the Scheme of Delegation (where not previously reported) that 
need to be resolved. 

 
12.1 Clerk’s Report 
a) Community Governance review:  
Wiltshire Council has launched a Community Governance Review and invited comments by 1 October on 
Wilton’s external boundaries, number of councillors, and whether its existing parish and warding 
arrangements remain appropriate; if no response is submitted, changes affecting Wilton may still be 
considered without the benefit of the Town Council’s views.  
Full Council is therefore asked to consider whether it wishes to submit a formal response, authorise the 
Town Clerk in consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to provide an informal response reflecting 
the Council’s current position, or make no response. 
 
b) Football Pitch and Grounds Maintenance: 
A site inspection of the football pitch was undertaken during August following concerns raised regarding 
the condition of the playing surface ahead of the new season. Issues identified included significant weed 
growth, evidence that elements of the maintenance specification may not have been completed in full, 
and the general impact of the prolonged dry weather on pitch condition. 

 

The contractor has acknowledged several concerns and has provided a proposed winter maintenance 
programme covering slit-spiking, rolling, fertilisation, overseeding and goalmouth repairs from October 
2026 to March 2027. Further information has been requested regarding the proposed recovery plan and 
confirmation that the planned works will fully meet the contract specification going forward. As part of 
this, ID Verde have provided a quote for the application of a Liquid Fertiliser, Amino Acid & Seaweed 
Treatment to the Playing Field, measuring at roughly 1.6 hectares playing surface. 

 

Quotations and professional advice have been sought regarding selective herbicide treatment, both for 
the football pitch and for the wider Castle Meadow site, where significant weed growth is now evident. 
Any additional works outside the existing contract arrangements will be reported back to Council for 

consideration before proceeding. 
 
As in previous years, Wiltshire Wildlife are providing a contractor to provide spot treatment of Japanese 
Knotweed around the cricket pitch, with costs being met by Wiltshire Wildlife. 

 

Officers will continue to monitor the situation closely and will report any significant developments or 
recommendations arising from the contractor's response. 
 
c) PKF External Audit 
The external auditor has noted that “In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their 
detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to weaknesses in relation to payment listing, 

minute approval, changes in the minutes, name of winning company of contract or tender ID not clearly 
minuted, audit reports presented to council, budget monitoring, bank reconciliation report not regularly 
minuted, investment strategy is old and does not include the CCLA, management reports must be part 
of hard copy permanent records, members should complete DPI forms, public rights dates should be 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Football-Pitch-maintenance.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Football-Pitch-maintenance.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Wilton-Rec-Liquid-Fertilser-Quote-030926.pdf


 

 

minuted and form added to the website, publish five years of AGAR on website. The authority must 
ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.” 
 

Members are invited to note that the Council recognises that the detailed internal audit report 
contained a number of recommendations and areas for improvement [due to no clerk from May 2026 to 
August 2026], and these are being addressed. Significant work has been undertaken to streamline 
processes, ensuring information is accurate, supported by the required governance and policies. AGAR 
information dating back to FY 2021-2022 is now available on the Town Council’s website 
 
d) Event Road Closures 
Wiltshire Council have granted the required road closure for the Remembrance Day procession on 
Sunday 8 November 2026. The required closure for the Christmas Light Switch-on Event on Saturday 21 

November 2026 is still within the consultation period. 

We are awaiting confirmation from Wiltshire Council on the correct process to apply for a temporary 
closure of the Market Square car park to facilitate the Christmas event safely. 
Traffic management companies have been approached to provide quotes to manage the road closures 
for both Remembrance Sunday and the Christmas events. Details will be reported to Full Council at the 
October meeting. 
 

 

12.2 Delegated Decisions for Information (within the Clerk’s delegated spend) –  
 

No Delegated 
Decision 

Comments Cost Budget 

12.2.1 Glasdon bin 
project 

To support large quantities of waste in high traffic 
areas and subsequently cut down on littering, a 
new 110L bin matching the new Castle Meadow 
bin has been ordered to replace the existing bin 
at Old St. Mary’s 

£636.95 + 
VAT 

Benches & Street 
Furniture –  

4455 

12.2.2. Uplighters 
Old St. 
Mary’s 

As part of the preparations for the Christmas 
period, a quotation was sought from Rob 
Mayberry Electrician to replace eight uplighters 
located in the grounds of Old St Mary’s Church. 

£1,481.76 
+ VAT 

OSM repairs and 
Maintenance - 

4224 

12.2.3 Tree works at 
Cemetery 

Two quotations have been received from Gent 
Arborists: 
1. maintenance to cherry, holly and Irish yew 

trees at the main entrance. 

£680 + 
VAT 

 

2. Garden of Remembrance boundary: crown 
raising to boundary trees, including clearance 
over memorials and the hedge. 
 

Gent Arborists’ application to join the Council’s 
Preferred Contractor Register is in progress. 

£880 + 
VAT 

Cemetery Tree 
Surgery -  

4350  

12.2.4 Flood 
Warden PPE 

To improve the Flood Warden resilience, and 
ability to respond to issues, tools and equipment 
have been ordered from Screwfix 

£856.55 + 
VAT 

Flood prevention 
& community 

resilience –  
4490 To improve the Flood Warden personal safety, 

and to assist in meeting health & safety 
requirements, clothing and equipment have been 
ordered from Workwearexpress 

£134.68 + 
VAT 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/policies/financial-information/


 

 

To support FaRMAC, various pieces of equipment 
have been ordered from Amazon. 

£87.49 + 
VAT 

12.2.5 Christmas 
Event 
Medical & 
Security 
Cover 

As part of the preparations for the Christmas 
Event, a quotation was sought from Collingwood 
Services to provide 2 x medical staff and 1 x 
security staff for the duration of the event. 

£476.00 + 
VAT 

Event: Christmas 
Light Switch on -  

4300 

12.2.6 Football Pitch 
Treatment 

Application of a Liquid Fertiliser, Amino Acid & 
Seaweed Treatment at Castle Meadow  

£872.88 + 
VAT 

Grounds 
Maintenance 

Contract - 4460 
 
 

Recommendation 
That the delegated decision report is received and noted and any actions arising are identified for future 
meetings of the Council and ratify the items as referenced above. 
 

12.3 Other Matters to resolve  

No  

12.3.1 Officer overtime Three Freedom of Information requests have been received 
concurrently and have required approximately 26 hours of 
additional officer time to undertake the necessary searches, 
review the information and prepare the responses within the 

statutory timescales. 
 

£671 
Salaries - 
Cost Code 
4000 

Recommendation: to consider authorising payment for the 26 additional officer hours incurred in 
processing the three Freedom of Information requests at a cost of £671.  

 

12.3.2 Public WC 
Refurbishment 
Project – JCT 
contract 
 

The draft Joint Contracts Tribunal (JCT) contract has been 
prepared by Healthmatic.  The contract itself does not set out the 
detailed build specifications but incorporates the project 
specification as a contract document. 
 

£0 

Recommendation: the Council authorises the Clerk, in collaboration with the project group, to sign 
the JCT contract on behalf of the Council once satisfied that the final specification, drawings and 
supporting contract documents accurately reflect the scope of works approved by the Council. 
 

12.3.3 Community 
Grant request 

A Community Grant application has been received from The 
Kindness Cupboards CIC for the “Wilton Pantry” project, 
proposed to operate from The Pavilion, Wilton from September 
onwards. The application requests £1,000 towards start-up items 
against an overall project cost of £12,000 and includes contextual 
information on local need/food insecurity and deprivation 
indicators. 
 
This was first presented in June 2026 however was deferred due 
to the recruitment of new trustees. Four directors have since 
been appointed to the CIC.  

 
The 2026/2027 budget for grants [cost code 4120] is set at 
£3,000. The year-to-date expenditure is £672.80.  

£1,000 
Grants 
Awarded 
Cost Code 
4120 
 

https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Wilton_Toilet_Refurbishment_Contract_MWBC_2024_Edition_DRAFT.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Kindness-Cupboards-CIC-Grant-applcation.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Kindness-Cupboards-CIC-Grant-applcation.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Deprivation-Factor-statistics.pdf
https://www.wiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Deprivation-Factor-statistics.pdf


 

 

Recommendation: Members are invited to consider the application in accordance with the 
Council’s Community Grants Policy (noting awards will not normally exceed £500) and determine 
whether to award a grant and any conditions. 
 

12.3.4 Request from 
Netherhampton 
Parish Council 
for support for 
their CIL 
Application  

Netherhampton Parish Council is seeking funding from Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies managed by Salisbury City Council towards the 
provision of a footpath linking Netherhampton with Quidhampton. 
They have written to ask Wilton Town Council and Quidhampton Parish Council 
to support this important local infrastructure project. 
 
The proposed footpath (possible shared use pedestrian/cycle path) would 
provide a much-needed safe and practical connection between our 
communities. At present, the lack of a suitable walking route makes movement 

between Netherhampton and Quidhampton considerably less attractive and, in 
places, potentially hazardous for pedestrians. A dedicated footpath would 
provide residents with a safer alternative and would encourage walking for local 
journeys. The proposed route can be found here. 
 
The route would directly connect neighbouring communities and could be used 
by residents, walkers, families, visitors and others travelling between 
Netherhampton, Quidhampton and Wilton. It would strengthen the links 
between our parishes and contribute to wider objectives around active travel, 
accessibility, health and reducing reliance on cars for short journeys. 
 

CIL funding is intended to help deliver infrastructure that supports and benefits 
local communities. Netherhampton Parish Council believe this project is a strong 
example of how CIL funding can deliver a lasting and tangible benefit across 
parish boundaries, creating infrastructure that will serve residents for many 
years to come. 
 
Support from neighbouring councils would therefore be extremely valuable to 
Netherhampton Parish Council in demonstrating to Salisbury City Council the 

wider strategic and community importance of the proposal. 

Recommendation: Members are invited to consider formally supporting the proposed footpath 

between Netherhampton and Quidhampton, and, if supported, delegate the Town Clerk to provide 
a letter of support for inclusion with the CIL funding application. 
Members should consider passing a formal resolution recognising the benefits of the project to 
residents of the surrounding communities. 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1BFrsh9NNf_2omSgAahLCY6w04M1p-oE&usp=sharing

